
 

Class Elm Newsletter 
Autumn 1st Half Term Stoneraise School 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
A big welcome to Class Elm.  We hope you have had a fantastic summer and are ready for the term ahead. 
 
For this half term our topic will be ‘Vikings and the Anglo- Saxons.’  The topic will be cross- 
curricular and will cover objectives from most subject areas.  We will ask the question 

  

The children will look at why and how the Saxons invaded Britain, they will look at Viking 
life and also what happened during the Viking invasion.  
 
In English our text will be Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil Gaimin.   Odd, a young Viking boy, is left fatherless following a raid 
and in his icy, ancient world there is no mercy for an unlucky soul with a crushed foot and no one to protect him.  During the half 
term the children will write a narrative recount.  They will also look at the characters in the story and write character descriptions.  
We will use non-fiction books to research and find out facts about the Vikings and make a fact file. 
 
In maths we will begin with place value.  The children will recap numbers to 100 before moving onto numbers to 1000.  We will be 
comparing and ordering numbers, finding 10 more and 10 less than any given number, and we will also look at addition and 
subtraction. 
 
Accelerated Reading - The children will be given a reading level during the first couple of weeks after completing a star reading 
test.  The children will stick with this level until they are assessed again after half term. We will show them how to choose a book 
within their level.  After they have finished their book they will do a test using the computer /iPad.  (Login details can be found in 
their reading records). This must be done independently.  We ask that the children read at least 3 x a week to a grown up, please 
can you sign the book once you have heard them read.  Reading at home 
makes such a huge difference to their reading. 
 PE - PE will be on a Wednesday and a Friday.  Please can children keep 
their PE kits in school at all times.  No jewellery can be worn so please make 
sure that children with pierced ears can remove these by themselves. 
 
Water bottles - children can bring a water bottle to school each day, please 
make sure it is labelled 
Homework The children will receive Mathletics homework each week I will 
set it on a Monday, this will be set on topics covered in class that week. 
 Also, the children will have a set of spellings taken from the year 3/ 4 
common exception words.  The spellings will be sent home on a Monday  and 
will be due in the following Monday. 
 
 

 
 
We are very much looking forward to getting to know 
your children, if you have any questions or concerns 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
Many thanks  
Linzi Jones & Lisa Byrne  


