
 

Class Willow Newsletter 
Autumn 2nd Half Term Stoneraise School 

 
Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you all had a lovely October half term. Class Willow made great progress last half term and have all settled well into 
school. The children have got used to the expectations at school and are now super sitters and are remembering to put their 
hands up when they have something to tell me! I hope they are all looking forward to progressing their learning further in 
Autumn 2 as we begin the lead up to Christmas! We will also be beginning to practise our Christmas Nativity which is very 
exciting!  
 
Topic 
Our next topic is ‘Celebrations and Festivals’. We will be learning about a variety of celebrations and 
festivals that take place over the next few months, including bonfire night, Diwali, Hanukah and of course 
Christmas! We will be doing all sorts of exciting activities related to the celebrations and festivals, such 
as making edible sparklers, making our own Diwali diya lamps and hopefully making our own 
Christingles (as long as things don’t get too busy at Christmas)! I am hoping that we can have some volunteers 
from a local church come in to help us make the Christingles and teach us a bit more about Christingle, as 
connecting with the community is a great way of supporting our learning! This is in the process of being 
organised.   
 
We are also going to begin ‘review time’ on Friday afternoons in Class Willow, this gives the children opportunity to share with a 
group from their class a bit about their week. We will also be using this time for the children to be able to do a small ‘show and 
tell’. The children will get chance to do one ‘show and tell’ each half term, and they may bring in something to show and tell us 
about as long as it is related to the current topic. I will send out an email providing more details on this and a rota so that you 
know when it’s your child’s turn to bring something to show if they wish.  
 
Maths 
In maths we will be continuing to follow the ‘White Rose Maths Hub’ scheme of learning. Our first topic this half term will be 
continuing our topic ‘It’s me, 1, 2, 3!’ where we will be focusing on the composition of numbers 1-3, writing the numerals 1-3, and 
then having a look at 2D shapes. After that we will begin our new topic ‘Light and Dark’, where we will continue our number work 
including numbers 4 and 5 and day and night.  
 
English 
In English, we will continue learning our set 1 phonics sounds through the ‘Read, Write INC.’ 
phonics scheme If you would like to find out what the set 1 sounds are, they can be found on the 
following link, alongside with the handwriting rhyme 
https://www.brizeprimary.org/documents/phonics_sounds_set_1__2_and_3-2.pdf .  
Once your child is confident at blending (reading 3 or more letter words), we will begin to send 
home a little purple book with them. This has words in it for your child to practise reading based on 
the sounds that they have learnt so far. Practising reading this book regularly with your child supports their 
development in their early reading skills. We will change the purple book for your child once they have learnt the next set of 
sounds to be able to access the next book and once they are confident and have practised reading their current book. To 
support your child reading this book, as them to ‘Fred out loud’ (sound out each sound out loud), and then blend the sounds to 
read the word.  

 
PE will continue to be on a Wednesday afternoon with Carlisle United Football Club. Please can your child continue to bring a 
water bottle to school with them every day. We will then send these home with the child at the end of the day so that they can 
be washed and refilled for the next day. If you do have any questions about your child’s learning, then please email me on 
iwalton@stoneraise.cumbria.sch.uk.  
 
Kind regards, Miss Iola Walton 


