
 

Class Oak Newsletter 
Autumn 2nd Half Term Stoneraise School 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Happy new half term! I hope you had a good break and that you were able to enjoy a bit of family time. This half term’s learning question is: 
   

 
Through the half term we will be considering rivers, lakes and the water cycle, making links across the curriculum wherever possible.  
 
English 
During our English sessions this half term we will be using two texts: The Dam and The Tempest. When a great dam was built by the 
Kielder Water in Northumberland, the valley below slowly filled with water. But just before this, when the 
villagers had been moved out, two musicians went back to the abandoned valley. They tore down the boards 

over the houses, stepped inside and started to play – for this would be the last time 
that music would be heard in this place. This book explores themes such as change, 
community and memory. The children will create their own dams using a variety of 
materials and write about why dams and reservoirs are important. They will also 
describe the lush landscape of Kielder Water and will build towards children writing a 
holiday brochure. When exploring The Tempest, the children will have the chance to 
explore the themes, ideas and characters in the play, as well as writing opportunities, such as character descriptions 
and comparisons, scene/setting descriptions and diary entries. They also explore the conventions of writing 
playscripts, including (characterisation through) dialogue, stage directions and how to convey action, as well as some 
Shakespearean conventions, such as the iambic pentameter. The sequence culminates in children having the 
opportunity to write their own ‘tempest’ story to be read or performed.  

 
 
Maths 
As we move into the second half of the Autumn term, our attention will turn 
from calculating with whole numbers to calculating with fractions. We will 
consider equivalents, simplifying and converting between improper fractions 
and mixed numbers then learn different methods for adding, subtracting, 
multiplying and dividing fractions. Each week I’ll set a Mathletics task which 
links to the work we’re doing in class. Please ask your child to speak to 
Mrs. Smith or myself if they’re finding tasks challenging.  
  
Other things to note: 

- Our PE days will be Monday and Thursday so please ensure that 
your child has their PE kit in school. 

- The children will read with myself, Mrs. Smith or Mrs. Byrne each 
week in school but it would be fantastic if you could read with your 
child at least 3 times per week and record this in their yellow 
Reading Records.  

- We are in the process of organising a trip to Kielder Water, to 
bring the children’s learning to life - more details will follow. 

- Details about Christmas activities will follow later on in the half 
term. 

 
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
James Webb and Sarah Smith 
 
 


