
 

Class Oak Newsletter 
Autumn 1st Half Term Stoneraise School 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back after the summer break; I hope you had a fantastic holiday. I am delighted to begin teaching the Year 6 children this year 
and we have got an action-packed half term planned. If you have any questions or queries, please feel free to email me or catch me on the 
playground at the end of the school day (jwebb@stoneraise.cumbria.sch.uk). Each morning Mrs. Sarah Smith will be working as a Teaching 
Assistant in our class, three afternoons Mrs. Lisa Bryne will help support our learning and one afternoon we’ll be joined by Mrs. Blair. 
 
This half term’s question is:    

 
During this topic we will be studying invaders and settlers who followed the Romans. We will focus on the Anglo-Saxons then onto the Vikings 
before the end of the half term.  
 
English 
The books we’ll be using during our English sessions are linked to the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings: 

- Beowulf - Using Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo the children will get an opportunity to discuss legends and 
the importance of heroic poetry in early European literature. They will then go on to create 
a number of varied written outcomes using the text as a starting point including recounts, 
formal letters, dialogue, descriptions, obituaries and writing their own epic, heroic narrative 
using various poetic devices. 
- Viking Voyagers - By navigating this non-fiction text, the children will discover facts 
about Vikings as well as their artefacts, mythology, religions and social structures through 
a range of engaging activities and comprehension tasks and questions that will support 
their reading of the text. 

 
Maths 
As we start the year we’ll be exploring place value with large numbers. We will 
write, order and compare numbers up to ten million. We will then recap and 
develop our written calculation methods. You can find the methods we use for 
calculating on the ‘Curriculum’ page of our website. 
  
Other things to note: 

- Our PE days will be Monday and Thursday so please ensure that your 
child has their PE kit in school. 

- The children will read with myself, Mrs. Smith or Mrs. Byrne each 
week in school but it would be fantastic if you could read with your 
child at least 3 times per week and record this in their yellow Reading 
Records. We’ll complete an Accelerated Reader assessment each half 
term to analyse what book range will help them make the most 
progress. 

- I will set a spelling and Mathletics task each Monday which the 
children will need to complete by the following Monday. These will link 
to the topics we are covering in-class during the week. This should take 
no more than 30 minutes. Each half term I would also like the children 
to complete a homework project about the half term’s question. I’ll talk 
to the children about this over the coming week.  

- Wherever possible, I’ll send you an email each week about the 
homework tasks I’ve set and any other important updates. 

 
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
James Webb   


