
 

Class Rowan Newsletter 
Autumn 1st Half Term Stoneraise School 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back! (It feels so good to write that!). We are into a new academic year, with a new name and a new classroom. What 
a great way to start school a fresh! I hope the children are just as excited to be back as I am! It has been a very long time, but 
we are ready and raring to go. 
 
Maths 
Maths in the first half term is focused on recapping last year’s number and place value and then extending this knowledge to 
numbers up to 100. We will begin the year by making numbers using different manipulatives (objects), partitioning numbers into 
tens and ones and learning how to write numbers in words. Once the children have a good grasp on the value of numbers and 
what they represent, we will begin to add and subtract these bigger numbers. We managed to cover a lot of number and place 
value before the school closures, so I am confident the children will do very well this half term in maths.  
 
English 
We are going to begin the year with a lot of basic sentence writing to recap and to build the children’s confidence up in their own 
independent writing. We will be doing this through some very exciting activities linked to our books. We will be reading and acting 
out stories, creating storyboards, new endings to stories and learning the basic rules to write a good sentence. 
 
Science 
Our science topic is Materials. Again, we will begin the year by recapping materials, looking at what materials objects can be 
made of, where they come from and how they are made. We will then look at describing the properties of these materials, 
which will then carry on through to next half term. Once the children have a good knowledge of materials, we will then be carrying 
out some experiments to find the best material for a very special job. 
 
Topic 
I am so excited for our topic, and I would love your help to make this topic as best as it can be (I’ll explain next). Our topic is 
going to be: Toys. We will start the topic by looking at the children’s own favourite toys. This is part one of where your help 
would be much appreciated. I would love if you could bring in a photograph of your child’s favourite toy (I would normally say to 
bring in the actual toy, but for lots of children this is now very expensive consoles, or their favourite toys gets damaged or lost, 
so a picture will do just fine). It would also be great if you could talk to your child about why it is their favourite toy, ready for 
our discussions in class. This then leads onto the history part of our topic where the children do research into what toys were 
like in Victorian times, and Early 20th Century. This is part two of where your help would be great. I would love if you could also 
take pictures (or Google pictures) of toys you may have played with as a child, and/or your parents may have played with as a 
child (the older the better). The children will then compare the similarities and differences of these toys. It’s going to be great! 
Who doesn’t like toys? 
 
Extra Information 
P.E. will be taught on Tuesday (with Carlisle United) and Thursday (with me) afternoons. Please can you make sure your child(ren) have 
suitable outdoor clothing as well as their usual P.E. shorts and top. This is because Government guidelines advise we do P.E. outdoors. Could 
you also put your child’s name on all items of clothing, not just their P.E. clothes. This really helps when the children change back after P.E. 
 
As the children are now in Year 2, they will begin to do Accelerated Reader as part of their reading. I will send out separate information 
about this after the children have completed the Star Reader Test to determine their reading age and level. 
 
If you have any questions about Year 2, or measures we have put in place for COVID-19, please do not hesitate to send me an email. You can 
also email me to book a, socially distanced, face to face meeting if you would like to speak to me about anything in person. 
 
I’m so excited to see everyone. Here’s to a great, safe year in Year 2! 
 
Mrs. Carla Clark 
cclark@stoneraise.cumbria.sch.uk 


