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Dear Parents, 

We hope everyone is keeping safe and well and that you have all managed to enjoy some quality family time together last week.  

It was brilliant to see the children settled back into school life last half term and they thoroughly enjoyed our first topic of the 

year.  This half term promises to be just as exciting as we explore our new topic ‘Explosive World’ and ask the question… 

 

 
             

In this topic we will be looking at the destructive powers of nature, from volcanoes and  

earthquakes to tsunamis and tornadoes. Through discussion and practical tasks across the  

curriculum, children will learn about how and why these natural phenomena occur, and the ways in 

which they affect people and the environment. 

 

English 

Our text this half term is called ‘The pebble in my Pocket’. This information text written by an award winning science author 

Meredith Hooper, brings her expertise and storytelling skills together to address the subject of the Earth’s history. The 

absorbing text and illustrations take the reader through the 480 million years of a pebble’s journey, from the spectacular furnace 

of volcanic eruptions to the cool seashore and the grassy field. Exploring the text in detail we will be writing our own narrative 

descriptions, fact files and poetry.                

                               

Maths  

This half term we will begin by focusing on our written addition and subtraction skills using the column method. We will also be 

applying our measuring skills we learnt last half term to measure and calculate the perimeter of rectangles. After that, we will 

move onto money, where we will aid our understanding by working practically to pay for items and give change in our class shop. 

 In year 3 and 4 we have an increased focus on learning our times tables and we will continue to have a weekly times table test to 

aid and check on progression. Most children are doing brilliantly- well done!  

 

Science 

This half term our science topic is ‘States of Matter’ The children will learn about the three states of matter, with themselves 

taking on the role of particles in each state to understand its properties. They will investigate how materials can change state by 

heating or cooling and measure and record the temperatures at which this happens.  We will investigate how to increase the rate 

of evaporation and look at the role of evaporation and condensation in the ‘Water Cycle’. 

 

Homework 

Each week the children will be set challenges on Mathletics to consolidate learning in class, this should rarely take the children 

more than 20 minutes to complete. They will occasionally receive a spelling homework sheet to consolidate learning in class. 

In lower KS2 children are expected to read at least three times a week with an adult at home. Please comment in their reading 

records when you share a book with your child.  

 

PE           

Our PE sessions this term will be on Wednesday (led by CUFC) and Friday afternoons. Please could you ensure that your child is 

ready and equipped with PE kits including tracksuit bottoms.  
 

Finally, if you have any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to email us.  

Wendy Pratt and Linzi Jones 

 


