
 

 

Class Willow Newsletter 
Autumn 1st Half Term 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
Welcome to Class Willow and Stoneraise school! Some of you are familiar with the school and some of you are new to it, but I’m sure that ALL of you will 
enjoy your new adventure! 
The Early Years Foundation Unit (EYFS) is your child’s first step into school, and they are in for a busy and exciting time. The first half term is always 
exciting and new where your child will make new friends, meet new adults and find their stride. Stoneraise is a place where your child will be nurtured and 
supported, to give him/her a great start to their education. 
EYFS is play based, ‘learning through play’, so everything in the class is set up for your child to learn skills like reading, writing, maths, art, science etc 
through discovery ( Discovery Time) as well as more formal teaching.  
Topic 
This term’s topic is People Who Help Us, a great topic to start school with. We have visitors organised from Oak Tree Animals’ Charity (formerly The 
Animals’ Refuge), Mari, a vet from Craig Robinson and the Community Police Officer. We will be visiting Carlisle Fire Station at Harraby (date to be 
confirmed). The topic will encompass looking at where our rubbish goes, who helps us when we’re ill, and the wider things like people who need help in the 
community. The topic is a great way of opening little minds and getting them to ask questions and find out things they never knew. Science will be included 
in Topic and we’ll be looking at Materials. 
English 
The children will be using a scheme called Read, Write Inc, a superb reading scheme which teaches phonics and reading in an exciting way. The children will 
work in small groups with myself and our TAs, Annmarie Pattinson and Jill Johnston. We work at the children’s pace and they are assessed each half term 
so that they are working at the level that suits them. We’ll also be looking at books such as The Smartest Giant in Town, Tidy and Ralf. These books will 
cover speaking and listening skills and encourage ‘book talk’. They also support Topic, Science and maths. We will learn to form letters correctly in formal 
handwriting activities, and in Discovery Time, where the children can mark make in shaving foam, sand, using paint etc. We’ll be looking at the Long Ladder 
Letters to begin with. (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zcd9jty is a good link to look at to see how we teach letter formation). Reading books will 
come home weekly. To start with they’ll be books that you share with your child. We don’t expect them to be able to read the words but they should be 
encouraged to talk about the pictures and what might happen next, or which character they like best.. Spending time sharing a book can have a huge impact 
on how your child feels about reading, and above all, it’s a great time to chill out! 

   

                    
 
 
Maths 
In this first half term we’re looking at number recognition and order. The Smartest Giant in Town will be donating his socks and a washing line for one of 
our activities! Maths will be taught in small groups, then the children can complete a fun activity and in Discovery Time. They will learn to recognise numbers 
in school, be encouraged to look out for door numbers, significant numbers like their birthday, and numbers on signs like our 30 mph speed limit outside 
school. Later on we’ll be adding and subtracting using a new Singapore Method. 
Music 
Bee Marriott will be teaching the children percussion and singing on Wednesday afternoons. Miss Marriot is an expert in her field, but also great fun.  
The children are in for a treat! Be prepared for lots of new songs. 
French. 
Yes French! Little minds love French, so we’ll be learning songs about clothes, colours, fruit and vegetables throughout the year.  
RE 
We’ll be looking at Harvest and why it’s important to help those in need, linking to our Foodbank Support in school. Please note that you can donate at any 
time throughout the year, a collection box is in the foyer outside Class Beech, with a handy list of food that’s needed. 
Travels with Charlie. 
Charlie is a little red squirrel who will be sent home once a week with a child. Please feel free to take him shopping, baking, on a car journey with you and 
add photos or drawings to show what he has been up to. It’s always nice to see what the children get up to outside school. 
My News 
Please feel free to take a ‘My News’ letter from the notice board. Children love to share what they’ve been up to and it’s nice to show off their news in 
class. 
PE  
Is on Wednesdays with CUFC and Thursdays. with me. Please leave your child’s PE kit in school and we’ll send it home every half term. 
 
 
Finally, relax, enjoy and know that your children are in safe hands at our little school. 
Lynn Nixon, Jill Johnston, Annmarie Pattinson and Yvonne Ferguson. 


