
 

Class Oak Newsletter 
Autumn 2nd Half Term 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
We’ve had a fantastic first half term exploring the Romans. I hope you’ve been following everything we’ve been up to on Twitter 
and that you can join us for our Class Assembly on 1st November 2019. We will share details about our trips to Housesteads and 
Senhouse, visit from Amy’s Care and all of the great learning that’s taken place. The overall learning journey question we will try 
to answer is: 

We will have a geography focus throughout the half term, comparing the 
human and physical features of geography in the UK, Spain and the USA. 
The children will be using the green Sticky Knowledge sheet (to the left) to 
help them in their learning. If you can have a chat about any of the vital 
vocabulary or things we’d like the children to know by the end of the topic, 
that would be fantastic.  
 
English 
During English lessons, we will look at a book which is set in the United States of 
America. Here is a summary of the plot to whet your appetite: “Auggie wants to 
be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on 
his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't 
make other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. 
Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. Born with a 
terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled 
by his parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's 
being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he 
wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new 
classmates that he's just like them, underneath it all?” 

We will begin to write our own narratives, improving our sentence structures by including relative 
clauses, expanded noun phrases, experimenting with different conjunctions and using a variety of 
punctuation.  

 
Mathematics 
Our mathematics will be centred around complex formal written methods for all four operations (+ 
- x and ÷). Once the children are confident and competent with the written methods, they will then 
apply this skill in a variety of reasoning activities. Don’t forget that you can double check the 
methods that we teach by looking at our Calculation Methods Booklet which is available on the 
curriculum page of our website. If we get chance, we will take a little look at some of the 

methods that children are taught for calculating in Spain and the USA e.g. the lattice method for 
multiplication. 

 
 
Science 
The focus in science will be the ‘circle of life’. In this topic the children will look at life cycles of various species – including 
mammals, amphibians and birds. They also look at and describe the life process of reproduction in plants and animals. We’ll be 
able to look at plants and animals that are native to the UK, Spain and USA. 
 
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Kind regards, 
James Webb 


