
 

Class Willow Newsletter 

Summer 1st Half Term Stoneraise School 

 
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! Can you believe we actually had a sunny break! How lovely to be able to get out and about and see that spring has 

definitely arrived. I hope you all enjoyed your well-earned rest and your children are eager get back to school. It’s hard to believe 

that we are on to our summer term after a tricky year, but here we are, and we’re in for a great time! 

Topic  

This term we are concentrating on Growth, which fits in nicely with spring and all this warmer weather. We’ll be looking at how 

seeds grow, the importance of plants and trees in the environment, and what we can do to keep our environment healthy by 

shopping for locally produced food, keeping our playground and school litter free, and spending time in the Eco Area and Mr 

Coady’s garden plot where we can literally watch our Christmas dinner grow. 

English 

We continue to follow the Read Write Inc. scheme, reviewing the sounds the children have learned, but also focusing on digraphs 

and trigraphs (two or three sounds that combine to make one sound) ay, ee, igh, ow and oo, and using them in reading and writing. 

The children will continue to work in small groups to support their learning. On Fridays, we will look closely at a text related to the 

topic, using drama, art and phonic skills to help further the children’s understanding. We’ll be writing lists, labels and using our 

independent writing books to write about absolutely anything! English is also about talking and explaining, using imaginative play 

and really enjoying stories, words and poetry so there’ll be lots of that happening too! 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

The children continue to follow White Rose Maths and this term we are looking at numbers beyond 10. Using numbers in patterns, 

estimating, making and recognising pictoral representations of numbers and subtracting using a ten frame. Ten frames are hugely 

important in maths, so becoming confident in using them is a vital step. Recognising amounts before recognising numbers is 

important too, so we continue to look at collections of objects to compare and estimate. This helps your child understand what 

number is all about rather than just recognising what a written number looks like. Maths is taught through play and discovery so 

that children can problem solve rather than learn by rote, and they show their understanding when playing independently using the 

maths vocabulary they’ve been taught eg, ‘This car is bigger than yours ‘ or ‘Let’s make a square in the shape machine’ ( a long 

loop of elastic we use in maths). Maths is great fun in EYFS!   

 

 

 
  
 

Science. 

Science is always exciting, and for EYFS, a bit magical! This term we’re planting beans in plastic bags, making cress heads, and 

looking closely at the environment so that we can not only make amazing drawings and paintings of our observations, but see why 

it’s so important to look after our planet. Greta Thunberg will be someone I’ll introduce the children to, as she is an important 

voice for the environment. 

Art We’ll be making detailed observational drawings and paintings of plants, and using natural plant dyes to use in our paper pulp 

pictures. 

PE This term we will be with CUFC on Wednesdays and myself on Fridays. We’ll be practising for Sports Day and using our 

throwing and catching skills outdoors. (Please can you make sure your child’s name is in their PE kit to avoid mix-ups.) 

Reading  

Please remember to write any comments in the Reading Record book. It really helps us find out how your child is managing at 

home with their reading.  

  
Many thanks 

Lynn Nixon, Annmarie Pattinson, Lisa Byrne. 


