
 

Class Oak Newsletter 
Autumn 1st Half Term 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s great to be back after a brilliant summer. I hope you had a superb holiday and managed to enjoy a bit of 
family time. I am really excited about this year and can’t wait to get started! Our first topic of the year is all about 
the Roman invasion of Britain. The overall learning journey question we will try to answer is: 
 

 

We will seek to answer this question by exploring what life might have been like during Roman times. We will focus 
in on a variety of smaller questions each week including: 

• How did the Roman invasions change the way 
people lived, traded and socialised?  
• How did the Roman invasions affect the cultural 
development of Britain?  

• What were the political issues 
surrounding the invasion?  
• What effects did the Roman invasions have?  
• How did the Roman invasions change the British 
landscape? 

 
I have planned a few trips to try to help us in our quest to find out more. We will be visiting Housesteads Roman 
Fort (Hadrian’s Wall) to meet a Roman soldier on 11th September 2019. We will also visit Senhouse Roman Museum 
on 18th October 2019. To help embed key knowledge through the topic, I have also attached our new Stoneraise 
Sticky Knowledge sheet which gives a summary of what we want the children to know by the end of the topic. It 
also includes some of the vital vocabulary that the children will come across. 

 
 

English 
Our English work will centre around a book called ‘Roman Invasion’ which is part of the My Story series. 
‘It's AD 84 when Bran, a prince of the Carvetii tribe, is captured by the Romans. A legion of soldiers is 
marching east, to build a military road. It's hostile country, and Bran is to go with them as a hostage to 
ensure the legion's safety ... but no one is safe in newly conquered Britain.’  We will begin to explore some of 
the grammatical concepts the children will need as they move through upper Key Stage 2 and will develop our 
composition skills. One of our main focusses will be writing a non-fiction text by researching information from 
books, artefacts, trips, online and by speaking to experts. We will make notes by précising larger passages 
and choosing the most relevant information to include in our own text using bullet points and other layout features. 
 
Maths 
We’ll be kicking of our learning in maths by looking at number and place value, developing our understanding of what digits are 
worth in larger numbers and decimals, we’ll write large numbers in words and figures and compare them. As we’re studying the 
Romans, we’ll obviously spend some time looking at Roman numerals. For those of you who have a grasp of them...I forgot what 
the Roman numerals for 51, 6 and 500 were: I was LIVID.  

Homework 
Just a reminder about homework. It would be great if you 

could continue to listen to your child read as regularly as you can but the  
most important thing is that they are reading independently. I’ll set a 

weekly task on Mathletics to give the children chance to continue pracisting 
what we’ve been working on in class (1o mins). Each week I’ll send home a  

short spelling activity to be completed through the week (10 mins). Also, as the children 
move into the upper juniors, we ask them to complete a homework project which 

links to the topic but can be about an area that interests them most. This will be due in  
during the final week of the half term. I’ll share some ideas with the children in class. Homework shouldn’t cause too much 

anxiety but is a great way to show you what the children have been up to. If you have any questions, please email me 
(jwebb@stoneraise.cumbria.sch.uk) or catch me at the end of most school days outside the junior entrance.  

Don’t forget to keep an eye out for 
Roman Lego Minifigures to help us 
create a stop motion animation to 

summarise our learning. 


